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Who

Why

–	 Academic and General Scholarship holders

–	 Students awarded a Music, Drama, Art, Product Design or 
Sport Scholarship

–	 Honorary Scholars who achieved a significant number of A*s 
or 8/9 at GCSE level

–	 Recognise individual achievement and potential

–	 Identify the highest achieving students in the College

–	 Publicise these students to staff so that they are challenged 
to do their best

–	 Provide and promote opportunities that motivate and 
encourage students to be aspirational

Alumni Scholars

GDST Prizes and Scholarships

Studying Fashion 
Communication with 

Business Studies ​at The 
University of Brighton

Taking a Gap Year Studying Medicine 
at Cardiff University

Studying Mechanical 
Engineering at 
The University of 

Birmingham

Blythe E 
(Academic, Art, 
Product Design)

Harry H 
(Drama and Sport)

Sarah I 
(Academic)

Amelie R 
(Academic, Music 

and Sport)

As well as funding financial scholarships and our Honours Programme, the GDST provide 
a wealth of opportunities for ambitious and talented students. The following prizes and 
scholarships are some of those available from the GDST.
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Somerville and 
Gurney Award

An essay-based examination for all Scholars in Year 12. 
Year 13 student Meg was the 2022 runner-up of this prestigious award.

Johnston Memorial 
Scholarship

For Year 13 students intending to read Law at university.

Frederica Lord 
University Scholarship

For Year 13 students pursuing a recognised course of academic study at 
one of the universities specified by the founder.

Mo Bosch University 
Scholarship

For Year 13 students applying to study degrees in journalism, media 
or communication or a joint honours degree which includes one of 
the former.
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Academic, General and Honorary 
Scholars’ Programme

In addition to the Howell’s Lecture 
Programme, which is open to all College 
students, Academic Scholars follow an 
additional programme of fortnightly sessions 
designed to develop intellectual character, 
critical thinking and reasoning skills and 
challenge them across a range of subject areas.

They are also encouraged to enter academic 
competitions and attend outreach events 
at local universities to enhance their super-
curricular portfolio.

Additionally, an opportunity to participate 
in HotchPotch@Howell’s activities with the 
Prep School girls allows students to develop 
leadership and communication skills and 
share their passion for learning with younger 
students.

Art Scholars’ Programme

Students are encouraged to visit exhibitions 
and galleries both locally and further afield. 
We highly recommend that the students 
attend one of the local life drawing classes to 
enhance their drawing skills. They also have 
the opportunity of working with the younger 
students through our clubs. Dedicated extra 
study/tuition sessions are available for 
Art Scholars. Students are also encouraged 
to contribute to the set designs for the 
school’s drama productions. This year it is 
a production of Oliver Twist. We have an 
established link with Cardiff Metropolitan 
University with lecturers giving advice to 
students about portfolios, personal statements, 
courses for further education and careers in 
the creative arts.
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The Scholars’ Programmes
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Drama Scholars’ Programme

The Drama Scholars’ Programme provides 
opportunities for the students to develop 
their individual talents as well as improving and 
enhancing their creative and collaborative skills. 

Within the Programme, there are 
opportunities to develop and showcase 
their talents in the annual school production, 
as well as directing younger students in the 
House Pantomime Competition. We are also 
fortunate to have specialised teachers who 
offer expertise in other creative mediums, 
such as performance for film, technical theatre 
and the delivery of LAMDA lessons which 
focuses even further on the development of 
specific and vital performance skills.

Sports Scholars’ Programme

Our Sports Scholars’ Development 
Programme is designed to equip our students 
with the knowledge, understanding and ability 
to sustain a long, healthy, prosperous career 
as an athlete in a highly demanding and 
competitive industry. The programme involves 
the psychological, emotional and physical 
development of our athletes.

We are proud to offer our students expert 
coaching and advice through organised 
activities and visiting key speakers. All students 
receive one to one mentoring. Sports Scholars 
are expected to join school teams, participate 
in House events and work with younger 
students as role models.

Music Scholars’ Programme

We are proud to offer our Music Scholars 
the opportunity to perform and further their 
musicianship through attending a variety of 
ensembles led by very experienced music 
staff and participating in our extra-curricular 
programme.

A busy schedule of high calibre concerts 
at prestigious venues are arranged annually. 
Students are encouraged to take part in 
competitions (performing and composing), 
attend concerts in the city’s many venues 
and are regularly advised of relevant master 
classes/lectures that are being held. The 
department has close links with Cardiff 
University Music Department and the Royal 
Welsh College of Music.

The Music Scholars’ Programme is designed 
to further extend our students’ knowledge 
and passion for the subject, to have as much 
experience in performing and composing as 
possible.

Product Design Scholars’ Programme

Product Design Scholars are mentored by 
the Head of Department. They are given 
opportunities to meet and discuss the areas 
of design and products that inspire them. 
Independent tutorials are used to consolidate 
ways to develop their skills. Opportunities are 
arranged for scholars to lead on developing 
the design skills of younger students. There are 
dedicated extra study/tuition sessions available 
for students to attend where personalised 
advice and guidance is given.

Students are encouraged to contribute to the 
prop and set designs for the school’s drama 
productions.
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University and Super-curricular 
Our students are ambitious, aiming for highly selective and competitive courses, universities, 
conservatoires, and careers. Support and guidance are provided by our specialists including mock 
interviews and audition practice, careers specialist interviews guidance, guidance in preparing for 
additional admissions tests, and a personalised programme for UCAS applications to support 
our students in applying to top national and international universities and conservatoires. 
Whatever your aspiration, we will help you be the best you can be. 

Oxbridge Programme

A number of Honours Students will want to 
take advantage of our Oxbridge programme. 
We organise presentations from both 
Cambridge and Oxford, including a visit to 
the Oxbridge Student Conference in the 
Spring Term. In addition, students will receive 
information regarding the Trust Oxbridge 
Conference held in the Summer Term and our 
Oxbridge co-ordinator arranges mentors to 
support students with their applications.

Congratulations to the Honours students 
who have taken up the following places 
for 2024:  Tom Barker, Medicine, Cambridge; 
Lydia Pinches, Biology, Oxford.

Competitive Applications Preparation

Competitive Applications Preparation 
(“CAP”) sessions are a part of the College 
enrichment offer. They are open to all Year 
12 students but will be of particular interest 
to those considering applications to courses 
with early applications, admissions tests or 
academic interviews. During these weekly 
sessions, students will develop a range of 
thinking skills including numerical, verbal and 
non-verbal reasoning, analysis of argument, 
application of logic and spatial reasoning. 
They will also be encouraged to develop 
their subject knowledge and interview skills 

through engagement with discussions based 
on academic journals.

The Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ)

The Extended Project is an opportunity 
for motivated students to design and carry 
out a research project of their own choice. 
A successful project allows students to 
demonstrate that they are creative learners 
with the ability to research, think critically 
and evaluate evidence to an advanced level, 
independently.

Examples of Previous Projects

Given the existential risks of climate change, 
should we consider space exploration?

What is the role of football in creating 
a sense of community?

Not in my back yard! Should council planning 
departments balance the demand for housing 
with an increased awareness of the impact of 
the environment, local residents and the wider 
community?

FutureLearn and Online Courses

Opportunities to pursue learning at 
undergraduate level and undertake virtual 
work experience with some of the world’s 
top employers may be of interest to scholars. 
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Howell’s Lecture Programme

Our bespoke lecture programme is designed to 
stimulate intellectual curiosity and to encourage 
students to engage with a wide range of topics, 
delivered by experts in their field. 

In the 2023-24 academic year, Howell’s 
College students enjoyed a series of thought-
provoking talks that spanned history, science, 
literature and culture.

Mrs. Sadler’s talk on the Bamburgh Research 
Project, was an engaging introduction to 
archaeology, revealing how the excavation of 
Bamburgh Castle is uncovering the medieval 
world. Her talk brought the past to life, 
showing how archaeology helps us understand 
everyday life and social structures of the time.

Dr Baker explored Shakespeare and the Place 
Where Ideology is Made, challenging traditional 
readings of Shakespeare’s works and suggesting 
that his plays, while timeless, are ever-changing 
reflections of societal power struggles.

Dr Knowles presented Art and Literature: 
A Marriage Made in Heaven or Uneasy 
Bedfellows? during which he explored the 
connections between visual art and literature, 
and how these creative forms have influenced 
and informed each other throughout history.

In Celtic Connections: The Breton Link, 
Madame Jourdren examined the deep cultural 
ties between Brittany and the Celtic regions of 
the British Isles, exploring the enduring legacies 
of language, folklore and identity.

Finally, Professor Jeremy Strong, Professor of 
Literature and Film at the University of West 
London, explored Characters and Types: From 
the Ancient Greek Stage to Stranger Things, 
tracing how archetypal characters, from 
ancient dramas to modern TV shows, continue 
to shape our understanding of human nature 
and storytelling.

For those looking to challenge themselves 
and demonstrate engagement with learning 
beyond the classroom, Coursera, edX, 
FutureLearn and OpenLearn offer online 
university-level courses in a wide range of 
disciplines to a worldwide student body. 
Springpod and Forage offer professional insight 
and work experiences with top employers 
and organisations.

Debating and Public Speaking

The 2023-2024 academic year was a busy 
year for our junior and senior debaters who 
participated in the ESU Mace for the first time 
and took part in the climate simulation at the 
Senedd. This was a fantastic day.  Riaz and Fran 
were Secretary Generals and Connie, Shifa & 
Lydia were climate activists. They also debated 
at the Oxford Schools debate and ICYD for 
students in Y10 and under. 

This year the debaters looked forward to 
participating in the BPW Public Speaking 
Competition for Young People, 2023-24, 
taking part in several rounds against schools 
in Wales and the Southwest of England. 
This competition builds key skills in research, 
analysis, teamwork and speaking in public 
- skills which are becoming increasingly 
important for employment. This competition is 
a public meeting in miniature with an audience. 
In the area rounds Sonoma, Chloe and Connie 
were successful and went through to the final 
round. Connie, Sonoma & Chloe debated in 
Bristol. Sonoma was delighted to be presented 
with the Ulster Youth Award which Howell’s 
had won the previous year. 

Connie was Howell’s first ever participant 
in the National Articulation in Salisbury, 
Wiltshire. Students are invited to each deliver 
a 10-minute presentation to an audience 
about a work of art, architecture or an 

artefact of their choice. Connie did not go 
through to the final but had a wonderful day 
and has wrote about this in her application to 
study History of Art at university.

In July, Jess, Emma, Gracie and Rose travelled 
to Putney High School for the Junior GDST 
Debate. For Gracie & Rose this was their first 
ever public debate. Stalwarts Connie, Sonoma 
and Chloe travelled to South Hampstead High 
School for the GDST Senior Debate. Connie 
had the opportunity to be on the other side 
as a judge.  It was a social event as debaters, 
judges and teachers enjoyed soft drinks on the 
roof garden. A wonderful day was had by all.



Honours at Howell’s | 2024 – 2025

12

The Laureate 
Programme

All Scholars are expected to pursue a Laureate. 

The Laureates fall into five categories: 

Academic Excellence 

Design and Artistic Excellence 

Dramatic Excellence 

Musical Excellence 

Sporting Excellence

Involved in each Laureate is a common core of experiences:

 
Successful students will receive a certificate and a letter from the Principal. 

The Laureate is included in references and at Prizegiving.

Leadership  |  Creativity  |  Enrichment  |  Contribution  |  Excellence




