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Nurturing Excellence

It is our great pleasure to welcome you and your daughter to Howell’s Nursery and we really 
hope that she, and you, have a magical time with us.

Howell’s Nursery will offer her a world of adventure and imagination, whether she is exploring 
light through kaleidoscopes and mirrors, dancing in the rain or making healthy tea-time treats, 
our youngest girls grow more curious and more creative every day. 

Individual care and attention from your daughter’s teacher will provide her with an engaging, 
welcoming and, above all, safe educational environment. The early years of a child’s education 
lay the foundations for all future learning. At Howell’s the teaching is structured to ensure 
girls receive the best possible start. Our highly skilled staff understand that children learn best 
through enquiry. They use a wide variety of teaching strategies to encourage independence, 
promote confidence and foster intellectual curiosity. 

Our aim is for your daughter to be excited and eager to learn as she moves through our school, 
well prepared by her early years’ experience. We look forward to getting to know your daughter 
— and your whole family — now that she is joining us in Nursery.

Mrs Abby Matthews
Head of Prep School

Miss Laura Davies
Head of Early Years
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All parents receive frequent emails so please 
ensure you have registered your email address 
with us.

There is a weekly Learning Train which is 
put on the Nursery Firefly page. It will keep 
you informed about some of the exciting 
activities your daughter has done, as well as 
what she will be learning the following week.  
Miss Davies will also put photographs on the 
Nursery Firefly page.

Communication

0706

Term Dates 2025/2026

Autumn Term

Monday 1st September - Inset Day

Tuesday 2nd September - Inset Day

Wednesday 3rd September - Inset Day

Thursday 4th September - Term Begins

Monday 20th October to Friday 31st October 
inclusive - Half Term

Wednesday 17th December - Term Ends

Spring Term

Tuesday 6th January - Inset Day

Wednesday 7th January  - Term Begins

Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February 
inclusive - Half Term

Friday 27th March - Term Ends

Summer Term

Monday 13th April - Term Begins

Monday 4th May - Bank Holiday

Friday 22nd May - Inset Day

Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 
inclusive - Half Term

Friday 10th July - Term Ends

If you are not receiving relevant documents, 
please let us know by emailing 
mail@how.gdst.net

mailto:mail%40how.gdst.net?subject=
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What will your daughter do to help her 
feel happy at school?

Find her peg and remember 
where it is

 Enjoy a healthy snack with 
her friends 

Put on and take off her 
coat independently Listen to a story

Say goodbye happily to mummy, 
daddy, grandparents or carer

Develop independence 
with hygiene and self help skills

Learn her teachers’ names

Self regulation – develop an understanding 
of her emotions and to empathise 

with the emotions of others

Make some new friends and 
learn their names

Develop her leadership skills in 
her role as “Helpur Heddiw” 

(Special Helper)
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The First 10 is a wellbeing programme designed to ensure that our Nursery girls settle 
into Nursery as quickly as possible. Over the first ten days girls will experience lots of 

new opportunities, supported by the Nursery staff.

We hope that you and your daughter will feel welcomed and part of the Howell’s 
Nursery family as a result of the First 10 initiative.

First 10
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Wrap Around Care

BREAKFAST CLUB

Drop off for Breakfast Club is from 7:45am - 
8:20am (Prep School Hall)

Nursery doors open at 9:00am.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE

3:15pm - 5:45pm

Nursery finishes at 3:00pm, however,  
if you would like your daughter to go to 
After School Care, she will be collected from 
Nursery by the After School Care staff and 
taken to the Hub where she will have a snack 
or tea and take part in a variety of fun activities.

The After School Care telephone number 
029 2026 1877.

HOLIDAY CLUB

7:45am - 5.45pm

During the holidays we have an exciting holiday 
club which is held in the Hub. Each week, 
the girls are taken on new adventures and 
experiences. 

–	 Please see additional booklet for more 
information about Breakfast Club, After 
School Care and Holiday Club.
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–	 Sun hat and sun cream 
(summer months).

–	 We will provide a daily snack and milk or 
water. The girls have 
access to drinking water 
throughout the day.

131212

Nursery School Uniform

What Will Your Daughter 
Need At School?

To leave at school:

–	 Wellington boots.

–	 Spare clothes (named):  
– small rucksack to be left on her peg in 
school to include 2 pairs of leggings, 2 
tops, 4 pairs of pants, 4 pairs of socks.

–	 Slippers

Please label all items brought to school.

Our uniform and PE kit are supplied by 
School Blazer  
www.schoolblazer.com 

Important reminders:

–	 No earrings to be worn in school.

–	 White Velcro trainers or black Velcro shoes 
are to be worn to school.

http://www.schoolblazer.com
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Physical Education and 
Woodland Explorers

PE

–  Swimming costume, swimming cap, 
goggles and a named towel. We provide 
all swimming aids.

–	 Polo shirt 

–	 Tracksuit 

–	 Socks 

–	 Velcro trainers - no laces please

Your daughter will have 2 PE sessions and 1 
swimming lesson a week which will be led  
by our specialist PE teachers. The aim is to 
develop her coordination, balance and ball 
skills. The PE sessions will include gymnastics, 
dance, games athletics and swimming.

Woodland Explorers

–	 Tracksuit

–	 Polo shirt

–	 Coat

–	 Wellington boots 
(to be kept in school)

All-in-one waterproof suits 
are provided.

Our beautiful school grounds provide the 
perfect opportunity to ensure that we can 
harness your daughter’s natural wonder and 
eagerness to explore and understand her 
world. Woodland Explorers, our forest school 
themed group activity, will give her the chance 
to explore the wonders of the forest as she 
builds dens, creates trails, forages for mini 
beasts, and paints with mud, thus inspiring a 
love for the natural world.

Your daughter will need to come to school wearing the kit below on days in which 
they have these activities:
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Lunch Time, Cookery
and Birthdays

Lunchtime

We offer a balanced menu in the Prep 
School. Meals are carefully monitored for 
their nutritional value. All meals are eaten 
in our dining room with staff, to ensure that 
everyone has had a fulfilling meal.

Please let us know if your daughter has any 
dietary requirements or allergies.

Cookery

We have weekly cookery sessions 
in Nursery. This allows the girls to 
explore scientific and mathematical themes as 
well as thinking about recycling and Fairtrade. 

16 17

Our Birthday Circle

When it is your daughter’s birthday you are 
invited to celebrate with us in Nursery; we call 
this our Birthday Circle. Please bring in an item 
from when she was 1, 2, and 3 years old. The 
girls really do enjoy this time and especially 
having a family member come in to celebrate 
with them. Miss Davies will contact you closer 
to your daughter’s birthday to arrange a 
suitable date.

Prep School Sample Menu
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Curriculum

Our Creative Curriculum embraces elements 
of the Foundation Phase giving your daughter 
her all-important introduction to the learning 
environment. We have developed and 
established a curriculum that is broad and 
challenging, but one that will also be tailored to 
your daughter’s individual needs.  This enables us 
to maximize your daughter’s learning potential. 
Child-led and adult-led activities include ‘play’ 
activities, which are the central learning tool. 
She will have real hands-on experiences with 
sand, water, modelling materials, arts and crafts, 
mark-making, books, games and puzzles. These 
will stimulate her ideas, increase her awareness 
of shape and space, develop her powers of 
communication and help her to learn how to 
work effectively with others.

We want your daughter to feel secure, valued 
and confident in Nursery. For her to develop 
a sense of achievement through her learning 
which is both rewarding and pleasurable. She 
will learn essential skills which will contribute to 
her all-round development.

If you have a particular celebration or event 
that you would like to share with us in Nursery, 
please speak to a member of staff to arrange a 
time to come in.
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Your Notes Your Notes
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Your Notes
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