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Dear Hywelians, 

It is a great pleasure to write my first 
letter as Head of Howell’s and President 
of the Hywelian Guild for this year’s 
Hywelian Magazine. I am thoroughly 
enjoying my first academic year in post at 
Howell’s, a wonderful school with a rich 
and proud history. The Hywelian Guild and 
its members play a vital role in sustaining 
that history, and I am very much looking 
forward to working closely with the 
committee and getting to know more of 
you in the months and years ahead.

I have already had the pleasure of meeting 
many Hywelians at events throughout the 
academic year, and it has been a joy to listen 
to your stories and memories of your time 
at Howell’s, and to hear first hand how the 
school has evolved over the past 166 years. 
I look forward to meeting many more of 
you and to continuing to strengthen the 
special relationship between Howell’s and its 
former students.

As we look ahead to the 170th anniversary 
of Howell’s in 2030 and the next chapter 
in our school’s history, I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank you for 

the tremendous support you give in so 
many ways, whether by attending events, 
mentoring students, supporting our careers 
programme, contributing to this magazine, 
volunteering in the archive, serving on 
the Hywelian Committee, leaving a gift to 
Howell’s School in your Will, or donating 

President’s 
Letter
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Hard Copy of Magazine

If you would like a printed version of next year’s Magazine by post, please contact 
Hannah Roberts at school by emailing Hannah at hywelians@how.gdst.net or 
telephone 02920 261825.

mailto:hywelians%40how.gdst.net?subject=
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I would also like to extend my thanks to 
those who have chosen to remember 
Howell’s with a gift in their Wills. Legacy 
gifts – whatever their size or type - are an 
extraordinary act of generosity, ensuring that 
future generations of students can benefit 
from the same life changing opportunities.

In the coming months, I very much look 
forward to welcoming our donors and 
legacy pledgers back to school for a series 
of small tea gatherings. These will be a 
wonderful opportunity to thank you in 
person and to share more about the impact 
of your generosity.

Please remember that you do not need to 
wait for a formal event or invitation to visit 
Howell’s. You are always warmly welcome. 
If you would like to arrange a visit, 
please contact Hannah Roberts at 
hywelians@how.gdst.net or by telephone 
on 02920 261825.

I hope you enjoy reading this year’s edition 
of the Hywelian Magazine as much as I have 
enjoyed discovering the fascinating stories of 
so many of our former students.

Kind regards

Mrs Laura Beynon 
Head and President of the Hywelian Guild

to the Bursary Fund. We are enormously 
grateful for your continued commitment and 
generosity.

Since taking on the headship, I have spent a 
great deal of time listening to students, staff, 
parents, and of course Hywelians. Together, 
we have been reflecting on what defines 
Howell’s today and the values that shape 
our community. I am delighted that we have 
affirmed three core values: compassion, 
authenticity and curiosity. These are 
qualities deeply embedded in the life of the 
school, and they are equally evident in the 
conversations I have had with Hywelians.

Thank you to all those who support the 
Howell’s Bursary Fund. Your generosity 
is transformative, opening doors for 
talented young people and giving them the 
confidence to thrive in an environment 
where their voices are heard and valued. 
This was brought to life powerfully by our 
current Year 13 bursary recipient, Yabesra, 
who recently spoke at the House of Lords 
as part of a GDST event showcasing the 
future of girls’ education.

Reflecting on her experience, Yabesra 
described how a Howell’s and GDST 
education “brings girls like me to platforms 
like this and asks, ‘What do you think?’”; 
a simple but profound shift that builds 
confidence and self belief. She spoke 
movingly about joining Howell’s feeling 
“worried, scared and shy”, yet quickly 
discovering a school that was “so far from 
my perception… it didn’t feel real”. She 
described a community where teachers 
“smile when I knock at their office door, 
rushing to help me out however they can”, 
and where she is surrounded by peers who 
share her curiosity and love of learning.

Most importantly, Yabesra expressed her 
gratitude for the opportunities made 
possible through bursary support: “As a 

bursary student, I am forever grateful for 
the opportunity that the bursary fund gave 
not only me, but my sister and my friends.” 
Her words are a powerful reminder that 
bursaries do far more than fund a place 
at school. They build confidence, open 
doors and create opportunities not just for 
individuals, but for families and communities.

Over the coming months, we will be 
launching the 1860 Society, an initiative 
to support bursaries, inspired by the year 
Howell’s was founded. This comes as we 
mark the 50th anniversary of the ending 
of the Direct Grant Scheme, a government 
initiative which enabled academically 
able students to attend independent 
schools through means tested financial 
support. Many Hywelians benefitted from 
this scheme, and it opened the door to 
opportunities that might otherwise not have 
been possible.

Through this initiative, we hope the 1860 
Society will provide a simple and meaningful 
way for more Hywelians to support the 
bursary programme and help ensure that a 
Howell’s education remains open to those 
who would benefit most from it. We remain 
committed to reaching as many talented 
young people as possible.

mailto:hywelians%40how.gdst.net?subject=
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Welcome from the 
Secretary
Welcome to the 2026 edition of the 
Hywelian Magazine. As ever, it has been 
an enormously busy year for the Guild 
with many splendid 
opportunities for us to 
see each other whilst 
also being engaged 
in the life of Howell’s 
School. The Spring 
Concert performance 
of Karl Jenkins’ Songs 
of Sanctuary was a 
particularly wonderful 
example of such an 
occasion.

It has also been a year of change for the 
Guild. In last year’s magazine, I announced 
that Diana Paul and Rosemary Satchell 
were to step down as Chair and Treasurer, 
respectively, of the London Branch. 
Ordinarily, this would have happened at the 
AGM at the Drapers’ Hall last May. Various 
events made this impossible, however, and 
Diana and Rosemary very kindly remained 
in their roles until a postponed AGM could 
be arranged in November at the Army and 
Navy Club in London. I would like to thank 
Diana and Rosemary, not only for their 
enormous hard work and dedication to 
the London Branch, but also for the good 
grace and tremendous efficiency with which 
they continued in their roles, arranging 
replacements and an extremely enjoyable 
AGM and afternoon tea. 

I am delighted to announce that Sian 
Mexsom has now replaced Diana as the 
new Chair of the London Branch and Jane 
Morris (née Thomas) will replace Rosemary 
as its Treasurer. On behalf of the Guild, I 
would like to thank them both for taking on 
these roles. We wish them every success 

and very much look forward to supporting 
them and hearing news of future London 
Branch events. 
It has, of course, also been the year in 
which we said an emotional farewell to 
our President, Sally Davis, at the Summer 
Lunch and AGM. As an acknowledgement 
of Sally’s contribution to Howell’s School 
and her commitment to those families 
who struggle with the additional costs of 
an education at Howell’s, it was announced 
that the Hywelian Guild will donate £2,000 
to form a discretionary fund; the Sally Davis 
Retirement Fund. The money will be used at 
the Head’s discretion to help families with 
some of these costs.
It was also our opportunity to thank Sally 
for her enormous support of the Guild 
and to present her with gifts purchased 
from the generous donations received 
from Hywelians. Sally was delighted with 
her vouchers and olive tree and has since 
revealed that the Emma Connolly painting of 
Howell’s, comissioned by the Guild, is a daily 
source of enjoyment. We wish Sally every 
happiness in her retirement.
It is my very great pleasure to now welcome 
Mrs Laura Beynon as our new President. It 
has been delightful getting to know Laura 
over the last few months and, on behalf of 
the Hywelian Guild, I would like to offer her 
our best wishes in her new role as Head 
and thank her for the wonderful support 
she has already given us. 
Finally, of course, I would like to express 
my gratitude to all those who have 
contributed to the content and production 
of this magazine. Particular thanks must be 
extended to Hannah Roberts and Lyn Owen 
for their hard work and expertise in both 
compiling and proofreading its contents.
With very best wishes to you all,

Cordelia Jervis (née Green)

A Letter of Thanks for the Sally Davis Retirement Fund
The Hywelian Guild was delighted to launch the Sally Davis Retirement Fund with a 
donation of £2,000 to establish a discretionary fund in her name. The fund will support 
families within the Howell’s community with essential costs such as school uniform and 
educational trips.

This is a fitting tribute to Sally Davis, whose dedication to Howell’s left a lasting impact. It is 
especially meaningful that her name will continue to support students in such a practical way.

Cordelia Jervis, Secretary of the Hywelian Guild, was pleased to receive a warm letter of 
thanks from the Head, Laura Beynon, which we are delighted to share in full below.

The Guild also looks forward to continuing its support through proceeds from the Hywelian 
Summer Lunch raffle, which it is pleased to match fund.

Our sincere thanks go to all Guild members, and to Treasurer Saskia Russell for arranging 
the transfer.

Hywelian Guild | 2026
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WHO’S WHO 2026
Hywelian Guild Officers 
and Committee
Head and Guild President 
Mrs Laura Beynon
Extraordinary Vice-Presidents  
Mrs J Fitz  
Mrs Nicola Davies (née Salter)

Secretary 
Mrs Cordelia Jervis (née Green)

Assistant Secretary 
Mrs Frances Smallcombe (née Gray)

Treasurer 
Mrs Saskia Russell (née Blair)

Assistant Treasurer 
Ms Kerry McFarland

Membership Secretary 
Mrs Joyce Shields (née Bingham)

Liaison Officer 
Miss Eleanor Jenkins
Committee Members 
Mrs Julia Baker (née Rhys) 
Mrs Helen Graham (née Moger) 
Mrs Sheila McFarland (née Hamley) 
Mrs Calan McGreevy (née Davies) 
Miss Sian Mexom 
Mrs Lyn Owen (née Hawkins) 
Ms Kay Powell

Magazine Editorial Committee 
Mrs Rachel Eling 
Mrs Cordelia Jervis (née Green) 
Mrs Lyn Owen (née Hawkins) 
Miss Hannah Roberts

Hywelian/School Liaison 
Hannah Roberts 
hywelians@how.gdst.net | 029 2026 1825

Branch Secretaries: 
London 
Miss Sian Mexsom
Scotland 
Mrs Caroline Robison (née McLean)
Thames Valley  
Dr Elan Preston—Whyte (née Jones)
West Wales 
Mrs Catherine Coulson (née Johnson)
Australia 
Mrs Christine Atkinson (née Treeby)
Magazine Design 
Mark Edwards (POLAR10)

New Committee Members 
Officers and Branch Secretaries serve in 
a voluntary capacity, with appointments 
approved at the AGM. We warmly welcome 
anyone interested in joining the committee. 
If you would like to contribute and be part 
of our team, please contact the secretary 
at hywelians@how.gdst.net for further 
details.

Branch Updates

West Wales Branch

In 2025, several West Wales Hywelians came 
together for two informal get togethers, 
during which all attendees enjoyed excellent 
food and even better company. These 
relaxed gatherings offered a wonderful 
opportunity to catch up with old friends and 
make new connections.

We are excited to continue this tradition in 
2026 and would be delighted to welcome 
any “new faces” who would like to join us. 
If you are interested in attending,  
please contact Hannah Roberts at 
hywelians@how.gdst.net 
or telephone 029 2026 1825.

London Branch

The London Branch 
of the Hywelian 
Guild hosted two 
memorable events 
in 2025.

On Saturday 10th 
May, members came 
together for the 
annual Afternoon 
Tea in the elegant Drapers’ Hall in the heart 
of London. The historic hall provided a 
beautiful setting for laughter, conversation 
and shared memories. Sally Davis delighted 
attendees with updates on school life, her 
plans for retirement as Principal of Howell’s 
at the end of the Summer Term, and an 
introduction to the incoming Head, Laura 
Beynon. As a mark of appreciation, Diana 
Paul, outgoing Secretary, presented Sally 
with a thoughtful retirement gift. Sally in 
turn thanked Diana and Rosemary Satchell, 
outgoing Treasurer, for their invaluable 
contributions to the London Branch.

The AGM took place on Saturday 22nd 
November at the Army and Navy Club. 
Diana and Rosemary stepped down from 
their roles, with Sian Mexsom appointed as 
the new Secretary and Jane Morris taking on 
the role of Treasurer. The meeting concluded 
with a delicious afternoon tea, giving 
members an opportunity to reconnect, 
celebrate the London Branch, and look 
forward to another successful year ahead.

mailto:hywelians%40how.gdst.net?subject=
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Hywelians Shine at Spring Concert

Our Spring Concert on Thursday 3rd April 
was a very memorable evening, celebrating 
the talents of both Hywelians and current 
students. A highlight of the night was the 
stirring massed choir performance of Karl 
Jenkins’ Songs of Sanctuary, which brought 
together alumni, friends, staff and students in 
a remarkable display of musical unity.

Hywelian Highlights 2025
It has been another year which included some fabulous Hywelian Highlights - here is just 
a snapshot of some of them!

The evening also featured outstanding 
performances from the Senior Choir, 
Orchestra, Allegro Strings, Flute Group 
and Wind Band, showcasing the breadth 
of musical excellence within the Howell’s 
community. For our Year 13 musicians, it was 
a poignant farewell as students, but we are 
delighted to see so many already returning 
to share their talents, keeping the Howell’s 
spirit alive through every note.

Hywelian AGM and Summer Lunch

On Saturday 28th June, over 80 Hywelians 
returned to Howell’s for the annual Summer 
Lunch and AGM in the Great Hall, enjoying 
time to explore the school, reconnect with 
friends, and soak up the familiar atmosphere 
before the AGM at 12.30 pm. The occasion 

was particularly memorable as it marked 
Sally Davis’s final Hywelian Lunch as Principal 
and President of the Hywelian Guild; she 
shared updates on school life, the Guild’s 
history, and her retirement plans. Cordelia 
Jervis, Guild Secretary, paid tribute to Sally’s 
dedication, presenting gifts including a 
painting by former teacher Emma Connolly, 
an olive tree, and garden vouchers, and 
announcing a £2,000 donation to create 
a new Head’s Discretionary Fund in Sally’s 
name to support students in need. The day 
was filled with warmth, reminiscence and 
celebration, reflecting the strong bond of 
the Hywelian community, with many looking 
forward to returning next year.

Founders’ Day and Thomas Howell 
Break

On Friday 4th July, Hywelians were warmly 
welcomed back to Howell’s for Founders’ 
Day Assembly and the traditional Thomas 
Howell Break. It was a pleasure to see 
Hywelians reconnecting with one another 
and with the school on such a special 
occasion.

Led by Sally Davis, the Assembly reflected 
on the legacy of Thomas Howell and the 
enduring values of generosity and service 
that continue to shape school life.

The Thomas Howell Break provided a 
relaxed opportunity for conversation 
across the generations, and the school’s 
appreciation for its alumni community 
was clear. The continued support and 
engagement of Hywelians is deeply valued, 
strengthening the lasting bond between the 
Guild and Howell’s.

Class of 2025 Prizegiving

On Tuesday 2nd September 2025, Howell’s 
proudly celebrated its youngest Hywelians, 
the Class of 2025, at Prizegiving Evening, 
recognising their achievements in academics, 
the arts, sport and wider contributions to 
school life. The evening came alive with 
performances from the string ensemble, 
soloists and choir, showcasing the 
remarkable talent and energy of this year 
group.

Hywelian Victoria McGlone, a tech industry 
leader living in Canada, returned to deliver 
an inspiring address, sharing her professional 

journey and personal experience of facing 
breast cancer. She encouraged the leavers to 
embrace challenges with resilience, gratitude 
and compassion, leaving a lasting impression 
on the youngest Hywelians.

It was a fitting tribute to a cohort whose 
accomplishments, spirit and character have 
enriched Howell’s, and the school looks 
forward to welcoming the Class of 2025 
back in the years ahead.

Carols and Christmas Cheer

On Tuesday 9th December, the Howell’s 
community came together at Llandaff 
Cathedral for our much-loved Carol 
Services.

Earlier in the day, a number of Hywelians 
enjoyed a festive sandwich lunch at school 
before travelling together to the Cathedral, 
setting a wonderfully sociable tone for 
the afternoon. Both services were filled 
with beautiful music, traditional carols and 
thoughtful readings, creating a warm and 
uplifting atmosphere for all who attended.

It was a joy to see so many alumni 
reconnecting and celebrating the season 
together. Thank you to everyone who joined 
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us and helped make the day so special, we 
look forward to welcoming you again next 
year.

A night to remember: Cocktails at 
Christmas 

More than 180 Hywelians, staff, current 
and former staff came together on Monday 
15th December to celebrate Cocktails at 
Christmas, rounding off 2025 in memorable 
style.

For one evening, the Great Hall was 
transformed into a stylish cocktail lounge, 
alive with conversation, laughter and the 
joy of reconnecting. Guests mingled over a 
fantastic selection of cocktails and mocktails, 
expertly prepared by the Howell’s catering 
team, whose flair helped make the night so 
special.

It was a wonderful celebration of the 
Howell’s community at its very best. Thank 
you to everyone who joined, we look 
forward to doing it again next year. 

In 2025 the Howell’s 
community was 
delighted to celebrate 
the shortlisting of 
Hywelian Elizabeth 
Howe OBE for the 
prestigious GDST 
Alumna of the Year 
Award 2025. The 
ceremony, held at the 
GDST offices in London on Thursday 27th 
November, brought together an inspiring 
group of alumnae whose achievements 
continue to make a remarkable impact 
across a wide range of fields.

Elizabeth’s nomination is a fitting recognition 
of an exceptional career dedicated to 
criminal and humanitarian law. As Chief 
Crown Prosecutor for Kent, she led 
complex and high-profile cases, playing a key 
role in shaping prosecution services across 
England and Wales. Her leadership, integrity 
and commitment to justice have defined a 
career that has not only influenced the legal 
profession nationally but also extended far 
beyond the UK.

Taking her expertise to the international 
stage, Elizabeth has worked extensively with 
organisations including the International 
Association of Prosecutors and the Institute 
for International Legal Assistance (ILAC), 
advising prosecutors around the world 
and supporting the development of justice 
systems in post-conflict countries. Through 
this work, she has helped to strengthen 
the rule of law in regions where it is most 
needed, demonstrating a deep commitment 
to fairness, accountability and human rights.

Elizabeth Howe shortlisted for GDST Alumna of the Year 
Award 2025

Her contributions have been widely 
recognised. Elizabeth holds an Honorary 
Doctor of Laws from the University of 
Kent and is an Honorary Bencher of the 
Inner Temple. Alongside her professional 
achievements, she continues to give 
generously of her time as a trustee, school 
governor and Kent Ambassador, reflecting 
a lifelong dedication to public service and 
education.

Although the 2025 award was presented 
to Abi Gilchrist of Blackheath High School, 
recognised for her inspiring UK Soul Choirs 
initiative, which uses music to promote 
community wellbeing and inclusivity, 
Elizabeth’s shortlisting was a tremendous 
honour and a moment of great pride for 
Howell’s.

It was particularly special to see several 
Hywelians in attendance at the ceremony, 
coming together to support Elizabeth and 
celebrate her achievements. Their presence 
was a testament to the strength and 
connection of the Hywelian community, and 
to the pride felt in seeing one of their own 
recognised on such a distinguished stage. 

Elizabeth’s nomination not only highlights 
her outstanding personal achievements 
but also serves as an inspiration to current 
students and fellow alumni alike. Her career 
is a powerful example of where a Howell’s 
education, combined with determination 
and a commitment to making a difference, 
can lead.

We extend our warmest congratulations to 
Elizabeth on this well-deserved recognition.
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Amelie R Shines with Bronze at 
British University Championships

Congratulations to 
Amelie R (Class of 2024), 
who secured bronze at 
the British University 
Championships. Amelie’s 
dedication, discipline 
and skill in fencing have 
clearly paid off, and this 
achievement is a fantastic 
highlight in her sporting 
career.  Very well done, Amelie.

Who? What? Where? 
We love hearing from Hywelians across the world and celebrating their incredible 
stories. This year’s contributions showcase achievements across diverse fields, from 
the performing arts to international development, from competitive sports to literary 
pursuits. We hope you enjoy reading these inspiring updates!

Louise S Wins Wales Young 
Journalist of the Year and Is 
Shortlisted for UK Award

Hywelian Louise S, Class 
of 2019, was named 
Young Journalist of 
the Year at the 2025 
Wales Media Awards 
for her community-
focused reporting for 
WalesOnline.

The ceremony 
took place at the Parkgate Hotel in 
Cardiff, bringing together journalists and 
communications professionals from across 
Wales. Louise was recognised for stories on 
a Hillsborough disaster survivor, mentoring 
young footballers, the effect of rising fish 
prices on family-run businesses and local 
opposition to relocating an aqua park at 
Cosmeston Lakes.

She was also shortlisted for the Ed 
Townsend Student Journalist of the Year 
award for work published in The Cardiffian 
during her Master’s in New Journalism at 
Cardiff University. Louise graduated with 
a Distinction and a postgraduate diploma 
in journalism, a qualification recognised by 
the National Council for the Training of 
Journalists, and has also been shortlisted for 
Student Journalist of the Year at the UK-wide 
NCTJ Awards for Excellence. 

After leaving Howell’s in 2019, Louise spent 
a gap year representing Great Britain in 
women’s fencing before studying French 
and German at the University of Bath. 
Her interest in journalism grew through 
blogging about her experiences abroad and 
relaunching the student magazine Bath Time 
in her final year.

Since completing her Master’s, she has 
worked as a freelance video producer and 
journalist for Agence France-Presse and the 
BBC, covering stories from local events to 
international news, and has recently begun 

a communications role at Defra’s Veterinary 
Medicines Directorate.

Louise said:

“This time last year, I was only a few 
months into my Master’s and struggling to 
write even one article a day. Placements 
at WalesOnline and Solent News over 
Easter taught me to focus on the crux of 
the matter and trust my ability. This award 
reflects my determination and my ability to 
produce work I am proud of.”

Harriet Rees Appointed 
Government AI Champion

Many congratulations to Harriet Rees (Class 
of 2008), who has been appointed as an 
AI Champion for the UK Government, 
tasked with leading the rollout of artificial 
intelligence in financial services.

Harriet left Howell’s, where she was 
Deputy Head Girl, and went on to read 
Mathematics at Pembroke College, Oxford. 
She is Group Chief Information Officer 
at Starling Bank, where she oversees data, 
engineering, information security and 
product development. Since founding 
Starling’s Data Science practice in 2018, 
Harriet has played a pivotal role in defining 

and delivering the group’s technology 
strategy, ensuring operational resilience and 
shaping the future of AI in financial services. 
She also serves as Co-Chair of the Bank of 
England’s AI Taskforce and is a member of 
the AI Consortium.

Harriet’s remarkable career is an inspiration; 
her journey exemplifies how passion, 
curiosity and dedication can lead to 
leadership roles that shape the future of 
technology and society.

You can read more about Harriet’s 
appointment here:

AI Champions appointed to help 
City safely seize AI opportunities

Welsh tech leader Harriet Rees 
appointed AI Champion

Abi Reader Becomes NFU 
Cymru’s First Female President

Hywelian Abi Reader has been unanimously 
elected as the new President of NFU 
Cymru, becoming the organisation’s first 
female President at a pivotal time for Welsh 
agriculture.

Abi’s journey from Howell’s to becoming 
a highly respected voice within the farming 
community is truly inspiring. As a third-
generation farmer at Goldsland Farm, she 
has dedicated her career to championing 
Welsh agriculture, engaging young people 
and strengthening connections between 
farming and education.

Her long-standing commitment to the 
sector includes over a decade of leadership 
within NFU Cymru and national recognition 
with an MBE for services to agriculture in 
2019.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ai-champions-appointed-to-help-city-safely-seize-ai-opportunities
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ai-champions-appointed-to-help-city-safely-seize-ai-opportunities
https://fintechwales.org/news/welsh-tech-leader-harriet-rees-appointed-ai-champion-to-guide-uk-financial-services-innovation/
https://fintechwales.org/news/welsh-tech-leader-harriet-rees-appointed-ai-champion-to-guide-uk-financial-services-innovation/
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We are immensely proud to see one of 
our Hywelian community leading with such 
passion, integrity and purpose. We wish Abi 
every success as she takes on this influential 
role and continues to make a positive 
impact on the future of Welsh farming.

You can read more here:  
Abi Reader elected NFU Cymru 
president ahead of key policy 
year - FarmingUK News

Mother and Daughter, Janey and 
Gabriella Howell, Both Honoured 
in King’s New Year’s Honours

Many congratulations to Dr Gabriella 
Howell (Class of 2013) who was awarded 
an awarded an MBE in the King’s New 
Year’s Honours, while her mother, Mrs Janey 
Howell, Chair of the School Governing 
Board, has received an OBE. The awards 
recognise their outstanding contributions to 
heritage preservation, culture, philanthropy 
and community service in Antigua and 
Barbuda.

Gabriella has made a significant impact 
through her dedication to heritage 
restoration and preservation. Her tireless 
work to protect and revitalise historic sites 
across Antigua and Barbuda has not only 
benefited local communities but also helped 
safeguard the island’s rich cultural legacy for 
future generations. The MBE acknowledges 
her hands-on commitment and the tangible 
difference she has made in preserving 
history.

Janey has devoted decades to voluntary 
work in heritage preservation, philanthropy 
and community service. She has supported 
initiatives such as the Heritage Trust of 
Antigua and Barbuda, contributed to the 
Government House museum project 
and provided humanitarian aid during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Her OBE recognises 
the lasting and far-reaching impact of her 
work on communities across the islands.

Together, Gabriella and Janey Howell 
embody the values of service, heritage, 
stewardship and philanthropy that are 
deeply valued and their achievements 
highlight the family’s extraordinary 
dedication to enriching society and 
preserving culture for future generations.

Holly Findlay brings 
Multidimensional Family Therapy 
to South Wales

Holly Findlay (Class of 2014) has brought a 
groundbreaking approach to family therapy 
to South Wales, and she has shared her 
experience of introducing Multidimensional 
Family Therapy and the hope it has already 
inspired:

“Sometimes it takes 
more than a few 
tries to find the 
thing that fits but 
when you do, even 
when it’s tough, it 
feels like magic.

That’s exactly how I 
would describe the 
wild ride of breaking 
ground on a new approach to family 
therapy in the UK! I jumped feet first into 
Multidimensional Family Therapy (MDFT) 
after several years working with adults and 
young people individually. Bringing the whole 
family into the therapy room has been the 
most humbling work I’ve done to date. It’s 
also the thing which fills me with the most 
hope.

Looking back to when I was a young 
impressionable teenager, I’ve learned to 
appreciate the gift my years at Howell’s 
instilled in me; an unwavering belief that 
there is no path unavailable to me, if I 
intend to pursue it. I carry that feeling into 
meetings with executives, politicians and 
intimidating teenagers! And I’m immensely 
excited to pass on some of this belief to 
young people who don’t normally hear that 
when they walk through the school gates. 

MDFT has proven to be successful for 
families across the USA, the Netherlands, 
Estonia, Finland and now, hopefully, South 
Wales. You can read more about the first 
UK clinical trial of MDFT at 
www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/
services/newport-family-route”

Ellie Jenkins Represents Howell’s 
at Prestigious Microsoft Elevate 
Launch in Seattle

Many congratulations 
to Ellie Jenkins (Class of 
2007), who was invited to 
speak at the prestigious 
launch of Microsoft 
Elevate in Seattle in 
July 2025.

Ellie, who teaches Latin, 
Classical Civilisation and Astronomy in 
Howell’s, was invited to join educators from 
around the world at the new initiative from 
Microsoft, which focuses on empowering 
teachers to lead the way in developing AI 
skills in students. The conference provided 
an opportunity for insightful discussions and 
inspiring collaboration about the future of 
artificial intelligence in education.

Speaking about the experience, Ellie 
described her time at the conference as “a 
whirlwind of amazing experiences, insightful 
conversations and inspiring collaboration.” 
She also expressed her gratitude to Patrick 
O’Steen and Keisha Jackson, M.A., whose 
support made her attendance possible, and 
highlighted the strength of the Microsoft 
Innovative Educator Expert community. 

Ellie’s participation in such a significant 
international event is a source of great pride 
for Howell’s, reflecting both her professional 
dedication and the school’s commitment to 
forward thinking education.

https://www.farminguk.com/news/abi-reader-elected-nfu-cymru-president-ahead-of-key-policy-year_67878.html
https://www.farminguk.com/news/abi-reader-elected-nfu-cymru-president-ahead-of-key-policy-year_67878.html
https://www.farminguk.com/news/abi-reader-elected-nfu-cymru-president-ahead-of-key-policy-year_67878.html
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/newport-family-route
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/newport-family-route
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From Howell’s to Fleet Street: 
Cathy Couzens 

Cathy Couzens (Class of 
1966), known as “Cuz” 
in her school days, went 
on to enjoy an exciting 
career as a Fleet Street 
reporter and columnist 
after leaving Howell’s 
following her O levels.

During her years in journalism, she 
interviewed some of the world’s most 
famous, and infamous, figures. Highlights 
included a three-week tour with Muhammad 
Ali and a journey around the Middle East 
with Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, as well 
as conversations with numerous stars of 
stage and screen.

Now living in Texas, where she has spent 
the past 45 years, Cathy has written a lively 
memoir of her adventures. Drawing on 
her carefully kept press cuttings, the book 
captures the energy and excitement of Fleet 
Street at its height. The cover is inspired 
by a nationwide poster campaign for the 
Daily Star — once famously displayed 
along London’s Jubilee line escalators — 
prompting her grandson to ask, “Nana, were 
you famous?” Her book is now available 
on Amazon: Nana, Were You 
Famous?: A British Tabloid 
Journalist’s Tale: Amazon.
co.uk: Hollowell, Cathy: 
9781959911517: Books

Life as a boarder in the late 50s

We always enjoy receiving articles from 
alumni reflecting on life at Howell’s, and it 
is a joy to share these memories with the 
wider community. We hope everyone enjoys 
reading this glimpse into one boarder’s 
experience in the late 1950s and early 1960s.

“I boarded at Howell’s for seven years 
from 1957 to 1964. Arriving as a Howell’s 
Scholar at Oaklands, I was dazzled by the 
grand house, tennis courts, apple trees, and 
by Mrs Hoffman, whose hair looked like a 
Mr Whippy and whose Morningside accent 
made her seem both formidable and distant.

My trunk disgorged a staggering amount of 
uniform and clobber, including eighteen white 

handkerchiefs destined to vanish within 
weeks, and my initialled silver cutlery, which 
was never used. We wore navy wool serge 
gymslips, huge felt hats and mud-coloured 
lisle stockings that made us public laughing 
stocks. Table manners were prioritised over 
hunger: at tea we had to offer food to our 
neighbours before helping ourselves, a habit 
that has stayed with me to this day.

Religiosity was relentless. Morning and 
evening prayers, endless Sunday cathedral 
services, and Miss Lewis’s summer lectures 
on obscure Christian scholarship kept us 
occupied, if not enlightened. Early days were 
baffling: jargon, rites of passage, supervised 
prep, letters home, weird suppers and early 
lights-out, plus fortnightly hair washing under 
Matron’s unblinking eye. Baths were rare, 
laundry limited and food stodgy, though 
puddings offered comfort. Minor bullying 
thrived under the tribal system of seniority, 
keeping boarders on edge.

Yet there were joys. Summer evenings 
under apple blossom, Saturday sports 
matches, theatre trips and occasional 
small freedoms with benevolent teachers 
brought delight. Sixth form life under Miss 
Richards and Mrs Wagstaff encouraged 
laughter, cooking experiments, roaming the 
grounds, swimming, tennis and mischievous 
adventures. Certain teachers, such as Miss 
Tickner in Latin, Miss Bishop and Miss Philips 
in English and Miss Jenkins in chemistry, 
inspired curiosity and learning.

Although Howell’s was an enclosed and 
sometimes austere world, it gave me self-
reliance, stoicism and a good education. 
I left in 1964 for Bristol University, fizzing 
with excitement, and went on to a fifty-year 
career in law. I certainly have something to 
thank Howell’s for.”

Maggie Crisell, née Humphreys

Cardiff to Ottawa

Just before half-term, Deputy Head Cathy 
Darnton travelled to Ottawa as part of her 
long-service leave, spending nine days with 
an alumna with whom she has remained in 
contact throughout her 27 years at Howell’s.

Tor McGlone was a Year 
10 student when Mrs 
Darnton joined Howell’s 
in 1999. A member of 
her tutor group, Tor 
studied GCSE IT, A Level 
IT and Business Studies 
under Mrs Darnton’s 
guidance. Following her 
studies at Swansea University, where she 
completed a degree in Business Information 
Technology and a Master’s in Business and 
Law, Tor embarked on an exciting career in 
the technology sector.
As a protégé of the highly successful 
entrepreneur Terry Matthews, Tor joined his 
global portfolio of high-growth technology 
companies and quickly established herself 
within the industry. Ottawa became her 
home, where she married her Canadian 
husband, Kris, and together they have raised 
their two children, Charlie and Lola.

Today, Tor is a senior sales leader and 
award-winning entrepreneur with more 
than 18 years of experience driving 
revenue growth across some of Canada’s 
most dynamic technology companies. 
She has held executive positions within 
cybersecurity, fintech and enterprise mobility 
organisations and was recently recognised 
as one of Ottawa’s Forty Under 40 for her 
outstanding leadership within the Canadian 
business community.

Having visited Wales and Howell’s on 
several occasions over the past five years, 
we were delighted to welcome Tor back 
as our Prizegiving speaker last September. 
Her inspiring address reflected not only her 
remarkable success as a technology leader 
but also her personal journey as a breast 
cancer survivor.

During her time in Canada, Tor introduced 
Cathy to the thriving technology park where 

her own career began and invited her to 
participate in a sales presentation for her 
cybersecurity company, DataStealth. The 
presentation showcased the company’s 
innovative data protection solutions, 
comparing their role in safeguarding sensitive 
information to the Yeoman Warders 
protecting the Crown Jewels at the Tower of 
London.

Much of what Cathy observed and learned 
during the visit closely aligns with the 
Digital Technology A Level curriculum 
taught at Howell’s, particularly the Unit 3 
Cyber Security component. The experience 
provided a valuable real-world insight into a 
rapidly evolving industry and highlighted the 
practical applications of concepts studied by 
our students.

Looking ahead, exciting plans are already 
taking shape, including the possibility of 
a student visit to Ottawa in 2028 and 
the development of an Ottawa–Cardiff 
mentoring partnership involving some of 
Canada’s leading female entrepreneurs.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Nana-Were-You-Famous-Journalists/dp/1959911511/ref=sr_1_1?crid=CJPY29ZU5OTR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dHgthuvZ8CDuKqkkBYaHAQ.EIoyYpHR58qtNljSHpH2H3gM5rpH5Yv5JHu3aXRkSqY&dib_tag=se&keywords=nana+were+you+famous&qid=1772028065&sprefix=Nana+Were+%2Caps%2C237&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Nana-Were-You-Famous-Journalists/dp/1959911511/ref=sr_1_1?crid=CJPY29ZU5OTR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dHgthuvZ8CDuKqkkBYaHAQ.EIoyYpHR58qtNljSHpH2H3gM5rpH5Yv5JHu3aXRkSqY&dib_tag=se&keywords=nana+were+you+famous&qid=1772028065&sprefix=Nana+Were+%2Caps%2C237&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Nana-Were-You-Famous-Journalists/dp/1959911511/ref=sr_1_1?crid=CJPY29ZU5OTR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dHgthuvZ8CDuKqkkBYaHAQ.EIoyYpHR58qtNljSHpH2H3gM5rpH5Yv5JHu3aXRkSqY&dib_tag=se&keywords=nana+were+you+famous&qid=1772028065&sprefix=Nana+Were+%2Caps%2C237&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Nana-Were-You-Famous-Journalists/dp/1959911511/ref=sr_1_1?crid=CJPY29ZU5OTR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dHgthuvZ8CDuKqkkBYaHAQ.EIoyYpHR58qtNljSHpH2H3gM5rpH5Yv5JHu3aXRkSqY&dib_tag=se&keywords=nana+were+you+famous&qid=1772028065&sprefix=Nana+Were+%2Caps%2C237&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Nana-Were-You-Famous-Journalists/dp/1959911511/ref=sr_1_1?crid=CJPY29ZU5OTR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dHgthuvZ8CDuKqkkBYaHAQ.EIoyYpHR58qtNljSHpH2H3gM5rpH5Yv5JHu3aXRkSqY&dib_tag=se&keywords=nana+were+you+famous&qid=1772028065&sprefix=Nana+Were+%2Caps%2C237&sr=8-1


In Memoriam
We are always deeply saddened to hear of the passing of Hywelians and former staff 
members, and we are very grateful to receive and reflect on the obituaries shared by 

their friends and family, which honour their lives and legacies.

Mrs Barbara Budd
Mrs Barbara Budd, who retired in 2003, 
sadly passed away in 2024. She joined 
Howell’s in 1974 as School Nurse and 
served as an Assistant Housemistress during 
the years when the school had boarders. 
From 1997 onwards, she was Nurse to 
the whole school, caring for the health and 
wellbeing of the entire school community.

Janet Guthrie 
Janet Guthrie, who passed 
away in November 2025, 
dedicated much of her life to 
teaching. Having a remarkable 
gift for Mathematics, she became 
the first member of her family to attend 
university, graduating from Swansea 
University in 1962 with a first class Honours 
degree in Mathematics. 
She began her teaching career in September 
1963 at Erdington Grammar School for 
Girls, where she taught Mathematics until 
1967. After welcoming three daughters, 
she devoted the next decade to being 
a full time mother, while also serving as 
supervisor of the local playgroup, an early 
sign of the lifelong passion for education 
that would continue to shape her life.
In 1977, Janet returned to the classroom at 
The Holt School for Girls in Wokingham, 
Berkshire. There she taught Mathematics 
across the full ability range and became 
the lead teacher for the Pure Mathematics 
component of Further Mathematics A level. 
Her clarity, patience, enthusiasm and high 
expectations left a lasting impression on 
generations of students.

In 1991, after moving back to Wales with 
her husband Alan, Janet joined Howell’s 
School. Alongside her excellent mathematics 
teaching, she became involved in Young 
Enterprise, charity and later took on 
responsibilities within the Senior Leadership 
Team - roles she embraced with warmth, 
generosity, energy and insight. She remained 
at Howell’s until her retirement in the 
summer of 2000.

Janet will be remembered not only for her 
formidable mathematical mind, but also for 
her warmth, her steady encouragement, and 
her unwavering belief in the potential of 
every student she taught. Her legacy lives on 
in the countless young people whose lives 
she shaped, and in the family who loved her 
dearly.

Sian Elizabeth Kellow 
(1968-75)

Sian Kellow was born in the 
summer of 1957 to John and 
Muriel. Her life as an only child 
was disrupted by the arrival in 
the autumn of 1961 of her baby 
brother David, a term she used to introduce 
him throughout her life, including to the 
nurses looking after her. She made an early 
attempt to restore the status quo by giving 
him chicken pox as soon as he arrived 
home from hospital.

Sian started at Howell’s School, Llandaff in 
1968. She was always a strong, determined 
person and her character was strengthened 
by her education at Howell’s, which she 
always credited with teaching not just the 

subjects but how to learn. While there 
she made lifelong friends. She was in the 
choir and sang for her house, Lowden, in 
Eisteddfods.  

Sian did well in her A levels and chose to 
study History at Birmingham University 
where she made more lifelong friends 
whom she held in great affection right to 
the end.

On graduating, she decided to teach: a 
lucky decision for the children to whom she 
dedicated herself. She started her career in 
Hassocks, Downlands High School, where 
she made a friend, Gill, who thought so 
much of Sian that she asked her to be her 
daughter Elizabeth’s Godmother, a role she 
loved.

Sian then moved to Patchway, which 
pleased her mother as she was now within 
easy visiting range.  Sian’s talents and 
organisational skills were recognised, and she 
took on the role of Deputy Headteacher at 
Cheltenham Bournside School.

Sian took early retirement and moved 
back to Rhoose, close to David. They both 
supported Wales and enjoyed attending 
rugby internationals together.

Sian loved dogs, sharing her home with 
Skippy, Mollie, Dil, Teg and her final cocker 
spaniel Hetty who now lives with David.

She joined two choirs indulging her love of 
music and singing.

Sian was loved by her friends and family 
and respected in both her private and 
professional lives.

Sian sadly lost her battle with cancer in 
Autumn 2023 age 66. She is greatly missed 
by all her friends and especially her family.

Elizabeth Wendy Peterson, née 
Pring (1947-1953)

Born in Pontypridd in 1936, Wendy attended 
Howell’s School as a boarder from 1947 to 
1953. She always spoke fondly of her happy 
memories of school life and the friendships 
she made.

After leaving Howell’s, she trained as a 
nurse at Llandough Hospital and worked at 
the Cardiff Royal Infirmary before moving 
to London to continue her nursing career. 
Returning to Wales, she married Gordon 
and they made their home in Rhiwbina and 
later in Pontypridd. Wendy’s distinguished 
nursing career included serving as a nursing 
sister at the Cottage Hospital, Pontypridd, 
working as a diagnostic diabetic nurse 
and, finally, as a nurse educator with Bayer 
Pharmaceuticals.

A committed vegan, Wendy cared deeply 
about animal welfare and the well-being of 
the planet. She enjoyed knitting, embroidery, 
painting, gardening, and later developed a 
passion for tracing family history.

Wendy is lovingly remembered by her 
children Melanie, Robert and Emma, her 
four grandchildren Rachel, Kathryn, Ben and 
Adam, and her two great-grandchildren 
Melissa and Ella. She will be deeply missed 
by her family and all who knew her.

Miss Margaret Seager

Miss Margaret Seager, who sadly passed 
away in 2024, became Head of Religious 
Studies in 1982 and served as Head of 
Careers until her retirement in 1992. She 
was actively involved in many aspects 
of school life and established links with 
numerous external organisations. 
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Karen Thomas, 
née Ware (1968-75)

Karen was born in May 1957 to 
Gordon and Joyce Ware. She 
lived in Rumney, Cardiff, 
until she was nine when she 
moved to the Heath.   

In 1968 Karen started at Howell’s School, 
Llandaff. She loved Howell’s, although she 
thought the uniform was awful and the 
discipline very strict. Howell’s encouraged 
self-reliance and independence, together 
with a strong moral and social responsibility. 
Karen was very sporty and played a lot of 
lacrosse and hockey, playing in the House 
and school teams at every level, and played 
international lacrosse for Wales under 18s 
for two seasons. In her final year she was 
Founders House Captain and a Senior 
Prefect. Peers remember her as a loyal and 
generous friend and being very kind and 
supportive to younger pupils. She had a 
full life doing sports in school, horse riding, 
Ranger Guides, and of course seeing her 
beloved husband Paul whom she started 
dating at 17, so her academic work came 
second and suffered accordingly.

Karen’s father was heavily involved in 
Scouting (and her mother in Guiding) and 
her father had decided to promote the idea 
of having a Gang Show in Cardiff, so in 1973 
the first Cardiff Scout & Guide Gang Show 
was staged for a week at the New Theatre. 
Karen performed in a couple of shows as a 
cast member before taking on the role of 
Assistant Producer for several shows. The 
show is still running over 50 years later.

In 1975, Karen started at the newly formed 
Polytechnic of Wales in Treforest (now the 
University of South Wales) to study for a 
BSc degree in Urban Estate Management. 

She was the only girl in her year of the 
degree course. During the third year of the 
course in 1977/78, Karen worked at the 
District Valuer’s office in Cardiff and used the 
time off from academic study to get married.

After finishing her degree Karen worked 
for a year for the Property Services Agency 
in Gabalfa as a Graduate Surveyor in 1978, 
and then in 1980 started work for the 
Welsh Development Agency as an Estate 
Management Surveyor. 

Karen finally got around to completing 
her Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, 
undertaking the expedition in appalling 
weather conditions in the Lake District. She 
also helped run Guides in Llandaff North 
for a couple of years and then became an 
Assistant Guider in Pentyrch for several 
years. 

Karen enjoyed a ski trip with Howell’s to 
Innsbruck in 1972. Karen and Paul loved 
skiing so much that in 2004 they bought a 
ski apartment in Morillon in the French Alps.  
They also enjoyed lots of cycling holidays 
together.

In 1981, Karen and Paul moved to Pentyrch 
and Karen bought her horse Rosay, she 
loved to compete at novice level Cross 
Country and Show Jumping and took part in 
a few long-distance riding events. 

Their son Gareth was born in 1988. 

In 1991, Karen was appointed as Property 
Development Director for the Welsh 
Development Agency (WDA), covering 
nearly all of Wales. At the time she was 
considered to be one of the top Chartered 
Surveyors in Wales, which was still unusual 
for a woman (there had been only around a 
dozen female Surveyors in Wales when she 
qualified in 1981).

In 1994 the WDA had a big reorganisation 
and set up new regional offices, Karen 
was appointed as Area Development 
Director for South-East Wales based in 
Treforest. In 1999 she became Regional 
Director for South-East Wales, a really big 
job with a staff of over 100 people (mainly 
professionals) and a £100m + budget. 
Management responsibilities were for all 
the WDA’s activities in the region. The role 
continued after the merger into the Welsh 
Government in 2006 and Karen became 
Regional Director for the Department of 
Economy and Transport. 

After retiring Karen served as a Non-
Executive Director of Merthyr Tydfil FE 
College for 10 years, was a Member of Dŵr 
Cymru for nine years, continued as a Board 
Member for RICS Wales, sat on a grant 
committee for the Big Lottery Fund, was a 
Member of the Valuation Tribunal for Wales 
for many years (hearing appeals on Council 
Tax and Business Rates) and was also a local 
Community Councillor in Pentyrch for many 
years. 

Karen also organised several anniversary 
reunions for her Howell’s School friends 
when we all enjoyed meeting up in Cardiff.

In 2021, Karen was delighted by the arrival 
of her first granddaughter, Penny, followed by 
her little sister, Cassie, in May 2025.  

Sadly, Karen died on 14th September 2025 
after a five-year battle with breast cancer. 

Karen is sorely missed by her devoted 
husband Paul, loving son Gareth, daughter-
in-law Danika, granddaughters Penny and 
Cassie, and her many friends.

Mrs Bettie Williams

Mrs Bettie Williams, who sadly passed away 
in November 2025 aged 95, was a part-time 
teacher of Music from the 1960s until her 
retirement in 1984. She made a significant 
contribution to the development of the 
school’s musical life.
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From the Archives 
Lyn Owen, Julia Winkler and I have continued to meet weekly whenever possible to 
continue preserving and organising records of the school’s history, and answering 
enquiries. The most gratifying aspect of our work this year has been undertaking research 
for academic researchers, resulting in material from the archives being included in various 
publications.

One such enquirer was Geoff Sawers, who 
wrote an introduction to a new book of 
the work by Hywelian author Dorothy 
Edwards (1901-34), entitled The Complete 
Short Stories. We were pleased to be able 
to provide him with information about 
Dorothy’s time at school, as a boarder from 
Ogmore Vale, before she went on to study 
at what is now called Cardiff University. 
Her literary career was, sadly, cut short by 
her untimely death, but she is recognised 
as having been an extremely accomplished 
writer. Mr Sawers acknowledged our 
contribution and donated a signed copy of 
his book to the archives.

Following a visit to school by a young 
Spanish PhD researcher, Maria Grove 
Gordillo in 2022, who was studying Anglo-
Spanish trade relations in the sixteenth 
century, we received a copy of an article 
published in Andalucia en la Historia in April, 
which includes photographs of the school 
façade as well as material we provided. 
Her article is headed: Thomas Howell, un 
mercador inglès en la Sevilla del XVI, with 
the subheading: Su legado en Gales de los 
colegios de Llandaff y Denbigh [Thomas 
Howell, an English merchant in 16th century 
Spain: His legacy in Wales of schools in 
Llandaff and Denbigh].

In the early summer, we were contacted 
by Dr Andrew Hignell, author of numerous 
books on Welsh cricket and manager of 
the Museum of Welsh Cricket at Sophia 
Gardens. He was delighted that our archives 

hold such full records of the history of 
cricket at Howell’s, dating back to the 1920s. 
For a special display to mark the start of a 
professional Glamorgan Women’s football 
team in 2025, we have lent the museum 
a number of artefacts, cricket scorebooks 
and other documents. We have received 
a copy of a monograph on Women in 
Welsh Cricket, in which the school features 
prominently. Julia and I, together with 
a group of girls from the Prep School 
and members of staff, were treated to a 
fascinating morning’s tour of the museum, 
and the girls took part in a training session 
in the nets. 

The most recent enquiry has come from 
an academic at Aberystwyth, who asked for 
information on the teaching of mathematics 
in the nineteenth century. We spent a long 
time trawling through the material we 
have and typing it up to send off, and hope 
that one day we shall see the fruits of our 
labours in print.

Apart from doing research, we have 
continued to try to organise our archives 
material since our move to the small rooms 
at the very top of Cumberland Lodge. 

Ian Beckett (Director of Music in the 
Prep School), who is a great supporter of 
our work, had given us the challenge of 
rooting through boxes of material destined 
otherwise for the rubbish tip. We are 
grateful to him for stepping in and saving 
numerous photographs, play programmes 
and other items.

Janet Sully, Archivist



Hywelian Summer Lunch
The Hywelian Summer Lunch and AGM, on Saturday 27th June 2026, is set to be a 
memorable event on the Hywelian calendar. Come and join us in the magnificent Great 
Hall for a day brimming with nostalgia, friendship and cherished moments.

Doors to the school 
will open at 11am, giving 
everyone the chance 
to wander through the 
familiar halls and relive 
fond memories. The Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) will take place at 12:30pm, followed 
by a delightful two-course lunch at 1pm. The 
AGM is not just a meeting, it is an opportunity 
to hear from Head Laura Beynon, who will 
provide exciting updates on life at Howell’s 
today, and Cordelia Jervis (Secretary of the 
Hywelian Guild), who will take a moment to 
reflect on the highlights of the Hywelian year. 
The event will end at 4:00pm.
Whether you are celebrating a special 
reunion or simply looking to reconnect with 
fellow alumni, we would be thrilled to see 
you. If you are planning a reunion and need 
assistance getting in touch with your year 
group, please contact Hannah Roberts at 
the contact details below, she will be more 
than happy to help.
Tickets are £32, which includes a delicious 
two-course lunch with a glass of wine, water, 
and soft drinks at the table, as well as tea 
and coffee.  Additional bottles of wine will 
be available to purchase.  
To secure your place, you can 
click here, email Hannah at 
hywelians@how.gdst.net, or 
telephone 02920 261825. Hannah will also 
be happy to assist with reserving tables and 
accommodating dietary preferences.

We look forward to welcoming you for 
a day of celebration, reconnection and 
reminiscing.

Year Call: 1959-66

“We’ve celebrated four anniversaries 
already, but this year is a rather special one 
as 2026 is the Diamond Anniversary of the 
year when many of us left Howell’s and took 
our first steps into the big wide world. If you 
were part of our year group for all 7 years 
or if you joined or left at different stages, 
please join us at this year’s Summer Lunch in 
School on Saturday 27th June to mark the 
occasion.

Please let Hannah know if you intend to 
come to the Summer Lunch. I am already in 
touch with many of you but, if you are not, 
and would like to join my circulation list do 
give her permission to pass on your contact 
details to me.”

Kay Powell

Facebook

If you are not already a Facebook user, you 
might like to consider joining the Hywelian 
Guild Facebook page. It’s a lovely way 
to keep in touch (or even get in touch!) 
with school friends and other Hywelians. 
Joyce Shields, our super-efficient and 
knowledgeable Membership Secretary 
would be delighted to give you further 
details of how to join. The page is only open 
to Hywelians and is not publicly available.  
To join the group, click here: 
The Hywelian Guild | Facebook
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As we look ahead to the next chapter 
of Howell’s and approach the 170th 
anniversary of the founding of school 
in 2030, we are reflecting on the values 
and generosity that have shaped our 
history - and how we continue to 
secure that future for generations 
to come.

At Howell’s, we are proud of 
a long tradition of educating 
young people to think 
independently, act with integrity 
and pursue their ambitions with 
confidence. That tradition has only 
been possible thanks to the generosity 
of those who believe in the life-changing 
impact of a Howell’s education.

We are delighted to launch the 1860 
Society, named in honour of the year 
Howell’s was founded, offering a simple and 
meaningful way to support our bursary 
programme through regular giving.

The 1860 Society exists to ensure that 
talented students, regardless of family 
background or financial circumstance, can 
access and thrive thanks to a Howell’s 

education. By joining, members make a 
regular commitment that collectively builds 
sustained bursary support for current and 
future students.

Regular giving allows us to plan ahead with 
confidence, ensuring bursary places can be 

offered not just now, but for years to 
come; opening doors for young 
people in a community defined 
by compassion, authenticity and 
curiosity.

For example, your monthly 
gift, inspired by 1860, the year 

Howell’s was founded, could be:

Legacy Giving 
Alongside the 1860 Society, a legacy 
gift is a meaningful way to support 
Howell’s for generations to come. By 
remembering Howell’s in your Will, you 
can help secure bursary opportunities 
that open doors for talented students 
well into the future. Whatever the size, 
every gift made in this way makes a 
profound and enduring impact, helping 
ensure that future students can benefit 
from the same life-changing education.

The key details to share with your solicitor 
or Will writer are: Howell’s School, Llandaff, 
134 Cardiff Road, Cardiff CF5 2YD. GDST 
charity number 306983.

• £14.88 per month (equivalent to       
£18.60 with Gift Aid) 

• £148.80 per year (equivalent to 
£186 with Gift Aid) 

• £1,488 per year (equivalent to 
£1,860 with Gift Aid) 

Every contribution, whatever its size, helps 
widen access and transform opportunity. 
Please look out for more information about 
the 1860 Society in the coming months.

To add a gift to an existing Will, you do not 
need to make a new Will, as you can add a 
codicil or expression of your wishes at any 
time and leave it with your Will.

If you do not already have a valid Will, as a 
GDST alumna, you can also write your Will 
for free through the online service Farewill. 
Please get in touch and we will share more 
details.

And if you have already included a gift to 
Howell’s in your Will, please let us know 
so we can thank you. We would also like 
to welcome you to the Minerva Circle for 
Howell’s and the wider GDST community, 
a special group recognising those who have 
chosen to support future generations in this 
way. 
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“It is an absolute life changer. Without 
the bursary scheme I would probably be 
living a different life… Thank you for 
opening a door.”

Hywelian bursary recipient

“It didn’t feel real… teachers smile when 
I knock at their office door, rushing to 
help me however they can.”

Current bursary recipient

“It allows students to pursue a path of 
education that they would never have 
had the chance to do.”

Parent of a current bursary recipient

 

Contact

If you would like to find out more about 
either the 1860 Society, legacy giving, or 
simply have a conversation about how you 
can help, we would be delighted to hear 
from you.

Hannah Roberts

hannah.roberts@how.gdst.net 

029 2026 1825
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